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UNIVERSITY STUDIES

1. Diploma (B.Sc.) in Forestry 1976-1981
Department of Forestry and Natural Environment
Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki, Greece.

2. Masters of Science (M.Sc.) in Forestry (Specialization in Forest Fires) 1984-1986
School of Forestry, University of Montana, Missoula, Montana, USA.

3. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Forestry (Specialization in Forest Fires)  1987-1990
School of Forestry, University of Montana, Missoula, Montana, USA.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
1. Seminar on "Information acquisition - verification in Marketing - 1983

National Market sales"
Greek Productivity Center (ELKEPA), Thessaloniki, Greece

2. S-330 (Sector boss (in forest firefighting)) 1985
Interagency Wildfire Coordinating Group, USA

3. S-390 (Intermediate Fire Behavior) 1985
Interagency Wildfire Coordinating Group, USA

4. Managing Fire Effects 1986
Northern Training Center, Interagency Training Group

5. Wildland Fire Investigation Training 1989
United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service

6. Training as a consultant on matters of the European Union, with 1991

specialization in Agricultural problems (2 months)
Greek Productivity Center (ELKEPA), Thessaloniki, Greece

7. Remote Sensing Applied to Agricultural Statistics: Regional Inventories 1993
Eurocourses - Joint Research Center, Commission of the European Union
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8. Short Course on Wildland Fire Behavior Modelling. 1994
Offered at the University of Coimbra, Portugal, following
the 2" International Conference on Forest Fire Research.

9. Training on the ArcView GIS software package. 1998
Offered by Marathon Data Systems, Athens - ESRI representative in Greece

PROFESSIONAL CARRIER

After completing his forestry degree in 1981, Dr. Xanthopoulos served in the Greek Armed
Forces and worked for a year for the Greek Forest Service before leaving in 1984 for the
U.S.A. where he pursued his M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees. Returning in Greece in 1990, he
initially worked as research assistant for the Forest Research Institute of the National
Agricultural Research Foundation (NAGREF) of the Ministry of Agriculture in Thessaloniki,
and as assistant professor for the Forestry College in Drama, in northern Greece, in the
academic year 1991-1992, teaching forestry and computer courses.

In 1992, he founded his own consulting firm “Natural Resource Technologies Consulting”.
Through his firm he offered specialized consulting services and participated in many
European research projects, in cooperation with the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of
Chania (MAICh), the Institute of Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems and Forest Products
Technology (IMFE&FPT) of NAGREF in Athens, as well as with private enterprises such as
Algosystems S.A., EPSILON International S.A., and CINAR S.A. In parallel with these
activities, Dr. Xanthopoulos worked for IMFE&FPT for a year (1993-1994) and then served
as advisor to the General Secretary of Forests and Natural Environment of Greece (1994-
1996) on forest fire related issues, having direct involvement in operational fire management.
Among his main activities in that period was participation in the yearly fire management
planning for Greece, development of a computer based decision support system for water
bomber dispatching, participation in the organization and training of the first airborne
firefighter crews, introduction of systematic forest fire investigation training to the Greek
Forest Service, a leading role in the design of forest fire prevention campaigns, and
preparation of a yearly analysis the results of each fire season in a report that also included
proposals for correction of existing problems and better future organization. Of special
importance was the introduction, in 1996, of a daily fire danger prediction map for the first
time in Greece, to be used as basis for presuppression planning for the country. He prepared
this map through the 1996 and 1997 fire seasons.

In 1998 responsibility for forest firefighting was transferred to the Greek Fire Service which
belonged to the Ministry of Public Order. In winter 1999 Dr. Xanthopoulos was asked to serve
as advisor to the Minister of Public Order on forest fires related issues. From that position he
offered planning advice and training to Fire Service officers and was also responsible for the
daily preparation of the fire danger prediction map for the country for the summers of 1999,
2000 and 2001. He continued his direct involvement in this task until 2004. In parallel, from
February 2001 till September 2002 he also served in a committee advising the General
Secretary for Civil Protection in Greece.

In December 2001, Dr. Xanthopoulos resigned from his position at the Ministry of Public
Order to accept a researcher position with the Institute of Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems &
Forest Products Technology (IMFE&FPT) of the National Agricultural Research Foundation
(NAGREF), in Athens. Currently, he is in charge of forest fire research at the Institute having
participated in a significant number of fire related research projects while at the same time
offering, upon request, support to the Greek operational organizations which are engaged in



forest fire prevention, suppression and post-fire mitigation. Since late 2011, the Institute
belongs to the Hellenic Agricultural Organization "Demeter”, a new public organization
created from merging four organizations of the Ministry of Rural Development and Food, one
of which was NAGREF. The name of the Institute was also shortened and became “Institute of
Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems” (IMFE).

The research work of Dr. Xanthopoulos is substantial and is reflected in the table of research
projects he has been involved with (shown below), being scientific responsible and manager
for many of them, as well as in the long list of publications attached to this CV. Furthermore,
Dr. Xanthopoulos participates in the post-graduate programs on Natural Disasters
Management of the Department of Geography of the Harokopio University of Athens. As part
of this involvement he offers lectures on forest fire management and serves as main advisor or
committee member for the M.Sc. Theses and Ph.D. Dissertations of many graduate students.

At international level, from 1990 Dr. Xanthopoulos has offered his services to the European
Commission numerous times, either as reviewer of scientific research proposals or by
participating in policy development meetings. He has also participated in similar consultations
for the Food and Agriculture Administration (FAO), has been a member of the UNECE/FAO
Team of Specialists on Forest Fires, and is currently a member of the UNISDR Wildland Fire
Advisory Group. He has participated in numerous international conferences, often as invited
speaker.

Dr. Xanthopoulos has served as an associate editor for the “International Journal of Wildland
Fire” for more than two decades and has also offered his services as a reviewer for this and
many other scientific journals. He has served as member of the Board of Directors of the
International Association of Wildland Fire for two 6-year terms, and is also a member of the
Geotechnical Chamber of Greece, and the Hellenic Forestry Association.

The research interests of Dr. Xanthopoulos include forest fire policy, fire prevention, forest
fuel management, fire behaviour modelling, fire danger rating, forest firefighting and
firefighter safety, and modern technologies application in forest fire management. He strongly
promotes the concept of Integrated Forest Fire Management. His long track record in forest
fire research in combination with his involvement with operational fire management have
allowed him to build an in-depth understanding and balanced views on fire management
policy issues. His emphasis is on work that can directly benefit the operational world of forest
fire management, with which he maintains good links.

PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH PROJECTS

YEAR PROJECT

2022-2025 ResAlliance - Landscape resilience knowledge alliance for agriculture and forestry in
the Mediterranean basin - European Commission, Horizon Europe programme, Grant
Agreement 101086600 - ResAlliance - HORIZON-CL6-2022-GOVERNANCE-01-12

2021-2023 Pilot application of prescribed fire to manage fuel and reduce the intensity of forest
fires on Chios island (Funding WWF GREECE through private sponsorship by Procter
and Gamble S.A.)




2020-2023

Facing FIRE - Service-learning to improve training and employability in wildfire
management in Southern Europe — European Commission, ERASMUS+, Cooperation
for innovation and the exchange of good practices, Type of Action: Strategic
Partnerships for higher education (KA203)

2019-2021

PREVAIL - PREVention Action Increases Large fire response preparedness- European
Commission, Grant 826400 - PREVAIL - UCPM-2018-PP-AG

2018-2022

COST Action - “Fire in the Earth System: Science & Society” (FIRELINKS) — (COST
Action CA18135 supported by the EU RTD Framework Programme)

2019-2021

Innovative action for the prevention of forest fires in Kythira through mobilization and
cooperation of the population, as pilot in 3 settlements. Funding through the “Green
Fund” of the Hellenic Ministry of Environment and Energy.

2018-2022

XENIOS - Combined platform of applications for the protection and promotion of
cultural and tourist sites — Hellenic Republic Ministry of Economy & Development,
and European Union, European Structural and Development Funds — Programme:
ESPA 2014-2020 (Research-Create-Innovate), Project code: TLEAK-02219, Action
Code OPS- ESPA (MIS): 5031806

2014-2017

MedWildFireLab “Understanding global change drivers, impacts & indicators on
forest ecosystems: a Mediterranean-scale approach (Global Change)” — ERANet
FORESTERRA ("Enhancing FOrest RESearch in the MediTERRAnNean through
improved coordination and integration™).

2011-2024

“Investigation of the relation between the water potential of forest plants and forest
fires” - Hellenic Agriculture Organization “DEMETER”

2011-2018

“Forest fire damage cost estimation” — Hellenic Agriculture Organization
“DEMETER”

2012-2015

“Methodology for calculating forest land value in Greece” - (Special Secretariat of
Forests, General Direction for Development and Protection of Forests and Natural
Environment, funding through the “Green Fund” of the Ministry of Environment,
Energy and Climate Change)

2012-2014

“Contribution to forest fire prevention in 2012-2013 with the INCA methodology” —
(Special Secretariat of Forests, General Direction for Development and Protection of
Forests and Natural Environment, funding through the “Green Fund” of the Ministry
of Environment, Energy and Climate Change)

2009-2010

INCA — “Linking civil protection and planning by agreement on objectives” —
(European Commission, DG Environment, Grant Agreement reference n°
070401/2008/507855/SUB/A3)

2009-2010

MASIFF — “Development of a methodology for the analysis of socioeconomic impact
of forest fires and economic efficiency of fire management” — (Joint Research Centre
(JRC) of the European Commission - Contract Notice No. 2008/S 116-154000 of
17/06/2008)

2008-2012

COST Action — “Post-Fire Forest Management in Southern Europe” — (COST Action
FPO701 supported by the EU RTD Framework Programme)

2006-2009

SCIER — “Sensor & Computing Infrastructure for Environmental Risks” — (European
Commission, Proposal/Contract No.: IST-5-035164)




2006-2008

“Forest fuels standardization and management methodology in Attica” - (Greek
Ministry of Development, General Secretariat for Research and Technology, Project
code: ATT-63)

2005-2010 DESURVEY - “A Surveillance System for Assessing and Monitoring Desertification”
- (European Commission, 6th Framework Programme: Global Change & Ecosystems.
Integrated Project Contract No. 003950)

2002-2006 EUFIRELAB - Euro-Mediterranean Wildland Fire Laboratory, a “wall-less”
Laboratory for Wildland Fire Sciences and Technologies in the Euro-Mediterranean
Region. — (EVR1-CT-2002-40028)

2002-2004 FIREGUARD - “Monitoring Forests at the Management Unit Level for Fire
Prevention and Control” — (QLK5-CT-2001-00784)

2002-2004 ERAS - Extension Retardant Application System — (EVG1-CT-2001-00039)

2002-2004 AUTOHAZARD PRO - Automated fire and flood hazard protection system — (EVG1-
CT-2001-00057)

2001-2003 WARM - Wildland-Urban Area Fire Risk Management — (EVG1-CT-2001-00044)

2001-2002 E-FIS - “Electronic On-line Decision Support System for Forest Fires” - Ten-
Telecom Programme, (Contract No.C26789)

1998-2001 SALTUS - “Spot fires: Mechanisms analysis & modelling” - (ENV4-CT98-0701)

1998-2000 ACRE - “Additifs Chimiques Rheologie Evaluation” - (ENV4-CT98-0729)

1998-2000 “PROMETHEUS: System validation - management techniques for optimisation of
suppression and minimisation of wildfire effects” - (ENV-CT97-0716)

1997-1998 FOMFIS — “FOrest Fire Management and Flre Prevention System” - (ENV4-CT96-
0335)

1996-1998 “Management of standing burned timber after a wildfire” — (PENED 95 programme,
Greek Ministry of Development, General Secretariat for Research and Technology).

1994-1996 PROMETHEUS — “Management techniques for optimization of suppression and
minimization of wildfire effects” - (EV5V-CT94-0482)

1992-1994 "Modelling of Forest Fires" - (EV5V-CT91-0015)

1992-1994 "Greek Forest Fires" — NATO and Ministry of Agriculture funded project to the
Avristotelian University of Thessaloniki

1991-1992 Forest fire decision support system - Project EPOCH-040 — EPOCH programme
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1989, Ottawa, Canada. D.C. Maclver, H. Auld, and R. Whitewood, editors. 471 p.

Xanthopoulos, G. 1990. Development of a wildland crown fire initiation model. Ph.D.
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Xanthopoulos, G. 1992. Wildland crown fire hazard assessment. pp. 167-180. In proceedings
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